
LSUS FACULTY SENATE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING

February 9, 2026
11:00 A.M.

Webster Room, University Center

I. 	CALL TO ORDER:  President Williams called the meeting to order at 11:03 a.m.
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.lqj6qyeog53s]II.	PRESENT: Senator Cassandra Williams, Senator Dunnavent, Senator Gifford, Senator Xiang Gail Gao, Senator Zhao, Senator Widmeyer, Senator Mikaberidze, Senator Si Chen, Senator Kim, Senator Yeh, Senator White, Senator Felice Williams, Senator Bhnas. Absent: Senator Noor, Senator Siska. A quorum was present.

III.	COMMENTS:  President Williams opened the floor for comments from non-senators who signed up to comment, under prescribed time limits. Per parliamentary procedure, only those present in the room may comment. No one signed up for comments. 

President Williams asked for a roll to be taken and asked senators to introduce themselves.  

IV.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Senator Dunnavent moved to approve the January minutes. The motion was seconded and approved.

V.	PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

President Williams opened the meeting by welcoming the faculty. She noted that LSUS Homecoming is scheduled for February 9th - 14th and encouraged faculty to participate.

V.	ADMINISTRATORS’ REPORTS

	Chancellor:  

The Chancellor was not present.

	Provost:  
 
Dr. Taylor announced that LSUS will hold an event this spring celebrating the university’s first Boyd Professorship. Dignitaries from across the LSU System are expected to attend. 

She then discussed new degree proposals that have been sent to Baton Rouge for review and approval. The Summer and Fall schedules are currently in development. LSUS is moving to centralized scheduling, and each department must develop scheduling maps for their courses. Department chairs have been asked to share details about the transition to centralized advising and scheduling, and the Provost asked the Senators to assist in publicizing this initiative.

	
VI.	NEW BUSINESS:  
 No New Business

VII.	CONTINUING BUSINESS: 

Instruction and Professional Development Committee: Dr. Carpenter presented copies of the committee’s memo on course evaluations. She thanked the committee members for their work and the senators and faculty for their feedback. She then discussed comments received on the proposed changes, especially regarding the wording of specific questions. IPDC recommends that the Faculty Senate decide and vote on how it wishes to proceed with implementation of the revised instrument. To reduce communication fatigue and improve clarity, the committee made the following recommendations for Watermark notifications:

Students
· One combined email at survey opening, including survey access and expectations language
· Current multiple reminders continue.

Faculty
· One combined opening email including expectations language
· Existing reminders continue, plus an additional reminder two days before survey closure

The committee has also prepared template language that faculty may share with students via Moodle or email to reinforce the purpose and importance of participation.

Senator Gifford motioned to approve recommendations. Senator White seconded and motion was approved. 

Senator Gifford then motioned to make the IPDC memo available to the faculty. Senator Si Chen seconded and motion was approved.


VIII.	OBSERVATIONS & CONCERNS:

No observations or concerns raised.

IX.	ADJOURNMENT: Senator Felice Williams moved to adjourn the Faculty Senate meeting. The motion was seconded and approved, and the meeting was adjourned at 11:26 a.m. 


Respectfully submitted,

Alexander Mikaberidze
Secretary
 
