
LSUS FACULTY SENATE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING

March 10, 2026
11:00 A.M.

Webster Room, University Center

I. 	CALL TO ORDER:  President Williams called the meeting to order at 11:07 a.m.
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.lqj6qyeog53s]II.	PRESENT: Senator Cassandra Williams, Senator Dunnavent, Senator Gifford, Senator White, Senator Yeh, Senator Si Chen, Senator Kim, Senator Bhnas. Absent: Senator Xiang Gail Gao, Senator Zhao, Senator Widmeyer, Senator Mikaberidze, Senator Felice Williams, Senator Noor, Senator Siska. A quorum was present (Article 5, Section 3 of LSUS Faculty Senate Constitution notes that fifty percent of the Senate membership constitutes a quorum).

III.	COMMENTS:  President Williams opened the floor for comments from non-senators who signed up to comment, under prescribed time limits. Per parliamentary procedure, only those present in the room may comment. No one signed up for comments. 

President Williams asked for a roll to be taken and asked senators to introduce themselves.  

IV.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Approval of the minutes postponed to the next meeting

V.	PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

President Williams opened the meeting by reminding the senators that the Senate will hold elections next month. She urged faculty to talk to their colleagues and recruit new candidates for senatorial positions, as well as to put forward their own candidacies for executive positions within the Senate. “We need to step up for each other and for the university,” she noted.

V.	ADMINISTRATORS’ REPORTS

	Chancellor:  

Dr. Smith noted that he missed last month’s meeting because he had to attend the Prep Rally and was unable to return in time. He shared “exciting news” that the men’s and women’s basketball teams won the Red River Athletic Conference Championship in Alexandria, Louisiana. The LSUS baseball team recently saw its record-setting winning series end, but the team is still pursuing another milestone— most straight home game wins.

Dr. Smith discussed the launch of the Center for Northwest Louisiana Regional Impact and welcomed Jessica Hemingway as its inaugural director. The center is designed to better connect LSUS with organizations and entities across the region.

Dr. Smith noted that despite graduating a record-breaking number of students last December, LSUS enrollment remains healthy, with a nine percent increase among undergraduate students. The MBA program experienced a three percent decline—which Dr. Smith noted reflects a national trend—but other programs, including the MHA, are growing. Most notably, undergraduate student credit hours generated have increased by eleven percent.

Dr. Smith also reported that several campus improvement projects are moving forward, including construction of the bridge across the bayou to Pilot Point. 

Dr. Smith then discussed recent rankings by Niche, based on U.S. Department of Education data and student reviews. The analysis awarded LSUS an overall grade of B, with high marks for faculty, diversity, value, and safety, and ranked it No. 3 among Louisiana public universities. The LSUS business school was also recognized as the highest rated in Louisiana and ranked in the top 10 percent nationally. When both public and private institutions are considered, LSUS ranks No. 4 statewide.

Dr. Smith concluded his remarks by noting ongoing efforts to increase undergraduate enrollment and asked the Senate for assistance in this effort. He stated that LSUS’s repeat course policy is outdated and should be revised to encourage students to take more courses at LSUS. He asked the Faculty Senate to review the policy and bring it more in line with those of other institutions. Senators and the Chancellor then discussed possible ways to revise the policy. President Williams noted that the request for revising this policy will be sent to the Admissions and Standards Committee. 

	Provost:  
 
Dr. Taylor announced that the Board of Supervisors approved the name change of the degree from Occupational Physiology to Human Performance and the department name change from Kinesiology to Public Health and Human Performance. The Board also approved a new LSUS degree proposal in Health Administration, which will now move forward for statewide review. LSUS has also submitted a proposal for a new Master of Science in Biotechnology degree, which will be reviewed at the Board of Supervisors’ next meeting.

Dr. Taylor discussed ongoing faculty searches and thanked the faculty and staff for making so many searches possible. She then addressed LSUS’s transition to centralized advising and scheduling. She concluded her remarks by noting that her office is still working on revisions to workload and compensation policies.

	
VI.	NEW BUSINESS:  
 No New Business

VII.	CONTINUING BUSINESS: 

No Continuing business.


VIII.	OBSERVATIONS & CONCERNS:

No observations or concerns raised.

IX.	ADJOURNMENT: Senator Gifford moved to adjourn the Faculty Senate meeting. The motion was seconded and approved, and the meeting was adjourned at 11:38 a.m. 


Respectfully submitted,

Alexander Mikaberidze
Secretary
 
