
LSUS FACULTY SENATE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING

May 14, 2026
11:04 A.M.

Virtual Meeting


I. 	CALL TO ORDER:  President Williams called the meeting to order at 11:03 a.m.
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.lqj6qyeog53s]II.	PRESENT: Senator Cassandra Williams, Senator Dunnavent, Senator Xiang Gail Gao, Senator Zhao, Senator Widmeyer, Senator Si Chen, Senator Siska, Senator Yeh, Senator Kim, Senator Felice Williams, Senator Mikaberidze, Senator Bhnas. Absent: Senator Noor, Senator Gifford, Senator White. A quorum was present (Article 5, Section 3 of LSUS Faculty Senate Constitution notes that fifty percent of the Senate membership constitutes a quorum).

III.	COMMENTS:  President Williams opened the floor for comments from non-senators who signed up to comment, under prescribed time limits. Per parliamentary procedure, only those present in the room may comment. No one signed up for comments. 

President Williams asked for a roll to be taken and asked senators to introduce themselves.  

IV.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Senator Mikaberidze sought a revision to the previous meeting’s minutes, clarifying that Senator Dunnavent attended the April meeting but departed before the elections took place. Senator Felice Williams moved to approve the minutes as revised. The motion was seconded and subsequently approved by the Senate. 

V.	PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

President Williams called the meeting to order and reminded the Senate that graduation ceremonies will take place tomorrow. She encouraged faculty members to attend and support the graduating students. She also reminded faculty to complete the administrator evaluations, emphasizing that the evaluations are “vital” to the continued success and effectiveness of the faculty. President Williams encouraged all faculty members to participate fully in the evaluation process.


V.	ADMINISTRATORS’ REPORTS

	Chancellor:  

Dr. Smith opened his remarks by discussing the forthcoming graduation ceremony. He noted that the university has set enrollment and graduation records over the past several commencements and announced that 1,845 students will graduate tomorrow, marking an all-time record for the institution. He thanked the faculty for their continued dedication and contributions to student success, emphasizing that while some institutions may enroll more students, the university graduates more students successfully. He credited faculty efforts as a major factor in those outcomes.

Dr. Smith also discussed ongoing campus improvements and construction initiatives. He highlighted the recently installed electronic sign on East Kings Highway as one example of continued campus enhancement efforts. In addition, he reported that the university is working with the legislature on several capital projects. He described the process as “a tough slog” and noted that while there is no certainty that the projects will receive funding, the administration continues to work diligently to secure support. Finally, Dr. Smith addressed the new funding formula recently approved by the Board of Regents. He explained that there are still ongoing questions regarding implementation, but if the formula ultimately goes into effect, the university is expected to receive a significant increase in funding.

	Provost:  
 
Provost Taylor echoed the Chancellor’s appreciation and thanked the faculty for their continued dedication and contributions to student success and university initiatives. She provided an update on ongoing faculty searches and discussed the recruitment of incoming faculty members who will be joining the university in the coming academic year. Provost Taylor also addressed current program revisions and curriculum updates taking place across the institution. She expressed her gratitude to the faculty members involved in those efforts, recognizing their work in reviewing, revising, and strengthening academic programs.

VI.	NEW BUSINESS:  
 No New Business

VII.	CONTINUING BUSINESS: 

No Continuing business.


VIII.	OBSERVATIONS & CONCERNS:

President Williams invited Provost Taylor to present proposed policy changes related to the university’s Promotion and Tenure (P/T) policy. Provost Taylor explained that, last week, LSU President Rousse amended LSU PM-69, restoring to campus Chancellors the authority to confer or remove tenure for faculty members. Because the amendment was made effective immediately, LSUS must revise its Promotion and Tenure policy so that faculty members recommended for promotion and/or tenure during the current review cycle can receive the Chancellor’s final decision by May 15. The administration edited the university’s Promotion and Tenure policy to align with the changes made to PM-69. Senators engaged in discussion regarding the proposed revisions, with particular attention given to issues related to tenure and the implications of the revised authority structure.

President Williams invited the Faculty Senate committees to present their annual reports to the Senate.

Senator Mikaberidze sought clarification regarding the election of Senator Yeh as Vice President. Senator Yeh noted that Article VIII of the Senate By-Laws states that “not more than two of the six members of the Executive Committee may be from those members of the Faculty Senate representing the same College as outlined in Article VI of the Constitution of the Faculty Senate.” In light of this provision, Senator Yeh declined to accept the position and requested that a new ballot be conducted. Senator Mikaberidze then nominated Senator Dunnavent for the position of Vice President. The nomination was seconded by Senator Yeh. Following the vote, Senator Dunnavent was elected Vice President.

President-elect Siska thanked President Williams for her leadership and service over the past three years. Senators joined in expressing their appreciation for her contributions and leadership during her tenure as Senate President.

IX.	ADJOURNMENT: Senator Mikaberidze moved to adjourn the Faculty Senate meeting. The motion was seconded and approved, and the meeting was adjourned at 11:39 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted,

Alexander Mikaberidze
Secretary
 
