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University General Education 
Student Learning Outcomes
Louisiana State University at Shreveport identifies college-level competencies within the general education curriculum (The Pilot’s Core) appropriate to its mission and goals. The competencies of the institution are defined below. 
1. Written and Oral Communication 
A graduate from LSU Shreveport should be able to: 
Demonstrate proficiency in written and oral communication by composing and presenting structured texts that are purposeful, well-organized, and audience-appropriate. Graduates should be able to develop ideas with supporting evidence, employ language and delivery that enhance clarity and engagement, and demonstrate control of conventions in both written and spoken forms.
2. Critical Thinking 
A graduate from LSU Shreveport should be able to: 
Interpret and analyze information, evaluate assumptions, and apply logical reasoning to complex issues. Graduates should be able to make informed decisions and construct well-supported arguments that justify conclusions.
3. Quantitative / Analytical Reasoning
A graduate from LSU Shreveport should be able to:
Interpret, represent, and analyze quantitative information presented in numerical, graphical, or symbolic forms. Graduates should be able to apply appropriate quantitative methods, evaluate assumptions and limitations, and use evidence from data to make decisions, solve problems, and communicate conclusions.
4. Research and Information Literacy 
A graduate from LSU Shreveport should be able to:
Determine the scope of information needed, access and evaluate primary and secondary sources using appropriate research technologies, and synthesize findings to develop well-supported arguments. Graduates should be able to use and communicate information effectively across multiple formats and platforms, citing and documenting sources in discipline-appropriate ways while demonstrating ethical and responsible use of information and technology.
5. Global Learning and Ethical Reasoning 
A graduate from LSU Shreveport should be able to:
Demonstrate understanding of global systems and cultural diversity, analyze issues from multiple cultural and ethical perspectives, and recognize underlying values and assumptions. Graduates should be able to apply ethical principles to global and cross-cultural contexts, evaluate the consequences of actions for diverse stakeholders, and demonstrate informed responsibility in addressing complex global challenges.
6. Digital Literacy 
A graduate from LSU Shreveport should be able to:
Locate, evaluate, create, and communicate information effectively using digital technologies. Graduates should be able to apply appropriate digital tools strategically, analyze how digital systems influence information access and civic life, and demonstrate ethical, responsible, and adaptable use of technology in academic, professional, and social contexts.


The Pilot’s Core, or the general education curriculum, at LSU Shreveport provides the foundation for future studies by introducing students to a broad education and providing instruction which engages both student intellect and curiosity. LSUS’ general education curriculum should empower students by equipping them with the skills, perspectives, and adaptability needed to navigate and contribute meaningfully to an increasingly complex world. 
The Louisiana Board of Regents requires that any student completing a baccalaureate degree must satisfy thirty-nine (39) hours of general education course requirements. 
Foundation Courses 
Foundation courses for the general education curriculum are characterized by verbal and quantitative competencies required in the following courses specified by the General Education Committee: 
· English Composition I 
· English Composition II 
· Mathematical Reasoning 
The following more advanced mathematical courses may be required for certain majors: 
· Pre-calculus 
· Analytical Geometry and Calculus 
· Calculus I for Science and Engineering 
I. English Composition (6 hours)
All students must complete six hours of English composition to develop strong written communication skills that are essential for academic success and professional effectiveness. These courses help students learn to organize ideas clearly, think critically, and present arguments using evidence and proper structure. Proficiency in writing also supports learning across all disciplines, as students must communicate knowledge in papers, reports, and presentations.
II. Natural Sciences (9 hours) 
Students must take nine hours of natural science (life and physical) with six hours being earned in a single life or physical science and the remaining three hours must be earned in a natural science area other than that previously selected (both life and physical sciences must be taken to fulfill this requirement).  
Scientific reasoning will be characterized by knowledge and application competencies in scientific method, laboratory techniques, mathematical principles, and experimental design to natural phenomena. 
The study of natural sciences will help students understand the natural, scientific, and technological world they live in, while preparing them to engage thoughtfully, critically, and ethically with future scientific developments and innovations.
III. Quantitative / Analytical Reasoning (6 hours) 
Quantitative reasoning and mathematics are characterized by knowledge and application competencies in logic, critical evaluation, analysis, synthesis generalization, modeling, and verbal, numeric, graphical, and symbolic problem solving. This will ensure students gain an understanding of the world from multiple viewpoints, and that they are able to pursue critical analyses and argumentation to logical conclusions. 
IV. Humanities (9) and the Arts (3)
Humanities and the arts are characterized by an exploration and appreciation of the ways people document and understand the human experience through literature, philosophy, religion, architecture, history, and the visual and performing arts. World languages and culture are characterized by an understanding and appreciation of the world from different linguistic, cultural, literary, and aesthetic perspectives. 
V. Social and Behavioral Sciences (6 hours) 
The study of Social Sciences ensures that students gain an understanding of the complex, dynamic nature of the social, political, institutional, and economic systems that drive a culturally diverse and globally connected world. 
First-Year Seminar
The First-Year Seminar at LSU Shreveport is designed to support students’ transition into academic life while intentionally developing The Pilot’s Core competencies identified in the LSUS General Education Learning Outcomes. Through guided instruction, collaborative learning, and engagement with campus resources, the course fosters student success across multiple areas of growth.
This course is required of all first-year students and transfer students with fewer than thirty (30) semester hours of credit. 
Approved General Education Courses
Foundation Courses 
· ENGL 105	English Composition I 
· ENGL 115	English Composition II
· MATH 111	Mathematical Concepts 
· MATH 113	Finite Mathematics 
· MATH 121 	College Algebra 
· MATH 122	Plane Trigonometry 
· MATH 123	Precalculus 
· MATH 126	Elementary Applied Calculus 
· MATH 141	Elementary Statistics
· MATH 201	Discrete Mathematics  
· MATH 221	Analytic Geometry and Calculus I 
· MATH 222	Analytic Geometry and Calculus II
English Composition
· ENGL 105	English Composition I 
· ENGL 115	English Composition II 
Natural and Physical Sciences
Natural Sciences
· BIOS 101	General Biology 
· BIOS 104	Marine Environment 
· BIOS 105 	Plants and Society 3 
· BIOS 106 	Human Heredity and Society 
· BIOS 107	Humans & Their Environment 
· BIOS 108 	Sociobiology 
· BIOS 109 	Animal Diversity 
· BIOS 110	Biology Principles I 
· BIOS 120 	Biology Principles II 
	Physical Sciences
· ASTR 105 	The Solar System 
· ASTR 106 	Stellar Astronomy 
· CHEM 106 	Environmental Chemistry 
· CHEM 121 	General Chemistry I
· CHEM 124 	General Chemistry II
· ENSC 200 	Introductory Gis and Cartography 
· GEOL 105	Introduction to Geology 
· GEOL 106 	Petroleum Geology 
· GEOL 205      	Environmental Geology 
· PHSC 105     	Physical Science 
· PHSC 106     	Physical Science 
· PHYS 251     	General Physics I 
· PHYS 252 	General Physics II 
· PHYS 261	General Physics for Science Majors I 
· PHYS 262	General Physics for Science Majors II 
Quantitative / Analytical Reasoning 
· MATH 111	Mathematical Concepts 
· MATH 113	Finite Mathematics 
· MATH 121 	College Algebra
· MATH 122	Plane Trigonometry 
· MATH 123	Precalculus 
· MATH 126	Elementary Applied Calculus 
· MATH 141	Elementary Statistics 
· MATH 201	Discrete Mathematics  
· MATH 221	Analytic Geometry and Calculus I 
· MATH 222	Analytic Geometry and Calculus II 
Humanities and the Arts 
	Literature / Philosophy 
· ENGL 205	Survey of British Literature I 
· ENGL206	Survey of British Literature II 
· ENGL 210	Introduction to American Literature 
· ENGL 215	Introduction to Fiction 
· ENGL 220 	Introduction to Poetry and Drama 
· PHIL 105 	Exploring Philosophy  
· PHIL 250 	Ethics 
	Humanities
· COMM 130 	Human Communication 
· COMM 135 	Public Speaking 
· ENGL 205 	Survey of British Literature I 
· ENGL 206 	Survey of British Literature II 
· ENGL 210 	Introduction to American Literature 
· ENGL 215 	Introduction to Fiction 
· ENGL 220 	Introduction to Poetry and Drama 
· HIST 105 	History of Western Civilization to 1500 
· HIST 106 	History of Western Civilization 1500-1815 
· HIST 110 	World History Survey From 1500 
· HIST 145 	Us History to 1877 
· HIST 146 	Us History Since 1877 
· MCOM 115 	Introduction to Mass Communication 
· MCOM 215 	Introduction to New Media 
· PHIL 105 	Exploring Philosophy 
· PHIL 250 	Ethics 
	World Languages and Culture
· FREN 101	Elementary French I 
· FREN 102	Elementary French II 
· GERM 101 	Elementary German I 
· GERM 102	Elementary German II 
· SPAN 101 	Elementary Spanish I 
· SPAN 102 	Elementary Spanish II 
· INDS 101 	Introduction to The Culture of India 
	Fine / Performing Arts 
· FA 140	Introduction to Fine Arts 
· FA 240 	History of Prehistoric to Medieval Art and Architecture 
· FA 241 	History of Renaissance to Contemporary Art 
· MUS 120	Music Appreciation 
· THEA  160 	Introduction to Theatre 
· THEA  240	History of The Theatre Through the Renaissance  
· THEA  241 	History of The Theatre Since the Renaissance
Social and Behavioral Sciences 
· ECON 201	Principles of Macroeconomics 
· ECON 202	Princ of Microeconomics 
· GEOG 251	Physical Geography
· GEOG 252	Cultural Geography 
· KHS 240	Global Insights on Health 
· POLI 101	Introduction to Political Science 
· POLI 151	American Government 
· PSYC 152	Introduction to Psychology 
· PSYC 206	Educational Psychology 
· PSYC 209	Lifespan Developmental Psychology 
· SOCL 105	Introduction to Sociology 
· SOCL 107	Gender, Race, and Class in Society 
· SOCL 142	Contemporary Social Problems 
· SOCL 255	Marriage and Family 
First-Year Seminar 
Required of all first-time, first-year students and all transfer students with fewer than 30 total semester hours of credit.
· FS 103 	Learning Strategies for College Success-Liberal Arts Student 
Degree Requirements
The minimum course requirements must be satisfied by any student awarded a baccalaureate degree. Equivalencies to the approved courses require permission of the student’s Dean. Any exceptions require permission from the Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs.
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