LSUS STAFF SENATE
MEETING MINUTES 
April 9, 2026 @ 1 PM | WEBSTER 


Senators in attendance

PRESIDENT		Angela Burton 
VICE PRESIDENT	Sheniki Thomas
SECRETARY		Rebekah Hensley
TREASURER		Wayne McLain

F2F	
Allison Richardson 	Jason Elliot		Jennifer Thrower	 Tracie Johnson   
Angela Myles		Jennifer Isaac		Megan Wheeler (Proxy)
DaMicQuletta Atkins	Jazmin Jernigan (Proxy) Laura Savage	Trayveon Clarkson
			 	
Senators not present:
Rene Pallay	

AGENDA

· Meeting called to order at 1:01 PM

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

· March 2026 minutes approved after Tracie Johnson motioned to approve them and Laura Savage seconded. 

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

· Meeting with Landry Ray scheduled  for April 10, 2026 to discuss accessibility of staff senate meeting announcements. 
· Volunteers needed for LSUS BBQU on May 16th, 2026. Anyone interested should contact Jeff Brasher or register online. 
· An anonymous agenda was submitted but not a lot of information regarding questions. 
· Requested timeline for electric charging stations. 
· It will be a while. We are still waiting on information to complete building, permits, and few other things. It is hard to say when this project will be complete. 
· Annual Holiday Changes
· The university now has Juneteenth off instead of Good Friday. 
· COSA submitted a resolution for tuition reduction for LSU staff, dependents, and spouses. More information will be announced at a later time. 

TREASURER’S REPORT

· Wayne shared that there is $3,869.90 in the staff senate funds. 
· Giveback Night at Frank’s brought in $402.52!

ADMINISTRATOR’S REMARKS

· Campus Projects:
· Culverts are down and the bridge project is coming along! 
· New signs on East Kings are being added but we are having issues with the software.
· T Buildings have been removed! 
· On Monday, April 20th we will be celebrating Alex Mikabridze for his Boyd Professorship which is the highest honor for a faculty member in the LSU system. 
· Question:
· Sheniki: Are there any plans to add a structure in place of the T Buildings?
· Chancellor: There are plans to provide a Science Integration Building but we are still in the early stages. We have requested $30 Million for this project and hope it goes to the Board of Supervisors in June 2026. 
OLD/CURRENT BUSINESS

· Professional Development Mini Conference will be held on Tuesday, April 28th, 2026 beginning at 9AM and will have 6 speakers and 1 keynote speaker. 
· Brandon Winningham, Robin Kent, Dr. Latienda Pierre, Dr. Heather Carpenter, Erin Smith, James Jackson, and Auburn Brasher will all present. 
· Registration link will be live starting on Friday
· $500 for lunch provided by Campus Federal! Should we consider capping the registration number to 60?
· Wayne: How will this be enforced?
· Angela: It will be capped at 60, so once 60 people register, it will not allow anyone else to register. 
· Wayne: What about people who don’t register but show up the day of?
· Angela: Invite them to the presentation but let them know that lunch is only for registered attendees. 
· Angela Myles: Will there be a deadline to order lunches?
· Angela Burton: Yes
· Coffee and pastries will not be provided. 
· Staff Senate Shout Outs – No meeting has been scheduled but anticipate a meeting in May.
· Frank’s Give Back Night was a success like Wayne mentioned. Staff senate raised $402.52 when we never made it over $150 when we hosted it at Copelands. Thank you to everyone who came out to support Staff Senate! 
· Tracie: Are we planning to do another Give Back Night in the future and if so, do we have a timeline of when that will take place?
· Angela Burton: Yes but no timeline of when. 
· Spring Luncheon has a projected food cost of $1,793.34 for 150 participants, including the LSUS Baseball team.
· Hot dog, hamburger, veggie burger, and nacho stations will be available to fit in the theme. Popcorn and Cotton Candy will be provided by the Student Life Office. 
· Blake said no to Dizzy Bat game due to safety aspects but recommended a ball toss competition or the bubble blowing contest. 
· Costume contest will be dress as an ultimate fan of your favorite Baseball team!
· We will also be collecting door prizes, if anyone would like to help! Tracie mentioned that Jessica from the Center for Economic Development may be willing to assist with collecting donations. 
· Sheniki will be helping create Trivia questions 
NEW BUSINESS

· New Staff Senators:
· Katie Baten, Trayveon Clarkson, Rebekah Hensley, Christopher Miles, Stacey Hargis
· New Senator Orientation – Will be scheduled to discuss expectations, constitution review, and other need to know items
· Standing Committee Assignments/Volunteers & Constitution and Bylaw revisions (ADA Compliance)
· Bylaws state that the President appoints a temporary chair until the committee picks their own chair but this rarely happens. Angela Myles suggests that each standing committee elects their own chair and encourages committee to meet on their own to develop goals, etc. Requests that senators be assigned to a standing committee for the entire year so they can build new skills. 
· Wayne: Just for clarification, is this part of the bylaw revisions or is this separate issues?
· Angela Myles: They are separate issues
· Wayne: With new senators coming in next month, we should wait to include the new senators so they can be included in the discussion
· Angela Myles: I bring it up so that we can discuss and make revisions at the next meeting 
· Tracie: Agreed that continued discussion is needed.
· Angela Burton: Recommend that we postpone the revision discussion until May where we can do revisions all together with the new senators.
· ADA compliance to allow staff with disabilities easier access on the LSUS website.
· Jennifer Issaac: Cindy Maggio needs to be included in all ADA compliance. 
· Tracie: Erin Smith and her team are actively reviewing the website and making necessary changes in regards to ADA language. 
· Laura: Public meeting protocol states that attend via Zoom don’t contribute to quorum and ADA should be considered in this regard. 
· Angela Burton: Open Meeting Laws for Louisiana state that since we are elected entities require us to be physically present unless you have an ADA accommodation. 
· Jennifer Issaac: All ADA accommodation needs must go through Cindy Maggio, not Staff Senate. She needs to be included in this discussion going forward. 
· Tracie motions to postpone discussion and Sheniki seconds. 


SENATOR/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Events Committee – Everything was already mentioned in the meeting 
Parking Appeals Committee – Nothing to report
Long-Range Planning and Benefits Committee – Nothing to report. Has been difficult getting together and recommends repurposing the committee.
Wayne: What are you envisioning?
Tracie: Creating a bucket system so things like Climate, Collaboration, etc. and then creating a timeline from there. We are doing the same things we were 30-40 years ago and its time for change. 



COMMENTS

Angela: COSA travel has been approved for the next year. 

Tracie: Thank you to Angela Burton for your leadership and all you have done for Staff Senate!

Wayne requested a structure when we begin discussing the postponed topics and Jennifer Isaac reiterated that if it relates to ADA that Cindy Maggio needs to be involved in the conversation. 

ADJOURNMENT

Wayne motioned to adjourn. Allison seconds. The meeting was adjourned at 2:01 PM.







