
LSUS Student Fees 
 

Legislatively Mandated 

 

Tuition  
Tuition may be charged per term, per course, or per credit.  Tuition supports instructional costs 
across the campus, including teaching, services, and administrative support. Tuition does not 
include student activity or special user fees, the additional charge based on distinctions between 
resident and nonresident students, special course fees and fees for other services.  Tuition may 
be covered by TOPS. 

Academic Excellence  
The academic excellence fee was established by the legislature in 2003.   These funds are used 
to enhance academic excellence at the University, including, especially, the hiring of faculty to 
teach additional course sections needed to meet student needs, reduction of class sizes to 
improve the quality of instruction, operation of instructional facilities to serve LSU's student 
population, and support services at the heart of the academic enterprise, notably libraries and 
computing. The academic excellence fee is not covered by TOPS. 

Building Use Fee  
The building use fee was approved by the legislature in 2013.  Proceeds are used to construct, 
acquire, repair, maintain, operate, or improve the facilities and physical infrastructure of the 
campus.  Not to exceed $48 per semester.  This building use fee is not covered by TOPS. 

Operational Fee  
Imposed by the 2004 Legislature to cover unfunded state mandates which include increases in 
retirement system costs and health insurance costs not funded through the state general fund 
appropriation and enhance instructional programs at the University.  The operational Fee is not 
covered by TOPS. 
 
Student Technology Fee  
The student technology fee was approved by the legislature in 1997. The primary purpose of 
this fee is for the maintenance and acquisition of computer and telecommunications equipment 
and software to expand technologies for the benefit of students.  The student technology fee is 
not covered by TOPS. 
 
Utility Fee 
These funds are used to meet energy costs which exceed the university's allotted energy 
budget. All funds collected are restricted and can be applied to energy costs that exceed the 
energy budget. These funds are used to supplement budgeted state dollars for utilities 
expended. Utility costs are monitored in order to adjust the charge up or down as needed.  The 
energy fee is not covered by TOPS. 
 

 

 



Student Self-Assessed 

 

Athletic Fee 
The athletic fee is a mandatory fee that is assessed to all students. The fee provides support to 
the intercollegiate athletic programs of the University.  Intercollegiate sports for women include 
basketball, soccer, and tennis. Intercollegiate sports for men include baseball, basketball, and 
soccer. Students are granted free admission to all home athletic events and live-streaming is 
provided for those students not physically able to attend. The athletic fee is not covered by 
TOPS. 

Student Activity Fee 
This fee is assessed to cover services that directly involve or benefit students for certain 
extracurricular activities, including, but not limited to, cultural programs, recreational activities, 
artistic and lecture programs.  Programs currently covered, but not limited to, include Almagest, 
Club Sports, Debate Team, Student Government Association (SGA), SGA Scholarships, 
Recreational Sports, Pilot Card, the Student Fitness Center and various other activities that 
enhance students’ experience on campus. It is not covered by TOPS. 

Student Success Center Fee 
This fee is used to fund centralized support functions for the purpose of enhancing the students’ 
experience both in and out of the classroom.  It provides valuable academic counseling and 
support for LSUS students, both residential and online.  The fee supports supplemental 
instruction activities intent on increasing retention and graduation rates via more individualized 
instruction for at-risk students.  In addition, funds are used to enhance other academic support 
and campus-wide operations, including, but not limited to, career services, counseling services, 
and advising services for all students.  It is not covered by TOPS. 

University Center Fee 
The University Center is funded through student fees and funds generated through other 
services.  This fund is used to help defray the costs of operating the LSUS University Center 
facility including arrangements for numerous meetings and events per year, maintenance, 
housekeeping and the personnel costs of providing these services.  It also is a source of funds 
for renovations, repairs and improvements to the facility, equipment and furnishings.  It is not 
covered by TOPS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



University Self-Assessed Fees 

 

Application Fee 
Provides enrollment services to first-time students.  This fee is $20.00 ($30 for international 
students) and is only charged to first-time students.  It is not covered by TOPS. 

Graduation Fee 
The Graduation Fee is imposed on students in their final semester.  The fee is utilized to 
mitigate the costs incurred by the University for Commencement.  The fee is a one-time 
payment of $50.  It is not covered by TOPS. 

Late Fee 
A fee of $50 assessed for late registration of classes after a semester or session begins.  It may 
be covered by TOPS. 

Nonresident Fee 
This fee is assessed to students who are classified as nonresident for fee assessment 
purposes. LSUS is partially funded by the state of Louisiana and its residents through a variety 
of taxes.  A Louisiana resident pays a lower cost because they and/or their family also support 
the university through tax dollars. It is not covered by TOPS. 

Registration Fee 
A nonrefundable fee assessed to full-time and part-time students for completion 
of the registration process.  It may be covered by TOPS. 

Safety Fee/Parking Fee 
The Safety Fee/Parking Fee provides funding for the University Police Department for RAVE 
Guardian Alert System, crime prevention programs, and equipment to enhance services 
provided by the LSUS University Police Department.  The fee is utilized to enhance lighting on 
campus, upgrades to parking lots, and additional contracted security guards during special 
events.  It may be covered by TOPS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Fees 

 

Animation and Visual Effects Fee (AVE) 
A $25.00 fee associated with courses within the Digital Arts Program. It is not covered by TOPS. 

Computer Science Fee 
A $25.00 fee associated with computer science courses. This fee is imposed by the university to 
all students enrolled in Computer Science classes. The fee provides computer access for each 
student and funds the purchases to replace or update with more modern computers as new 
releases are available. Funds are also used to purchase additional software licenses that the 
class may need that the university does not receive for free or through technology services. 
Examples: automatic code checking software.  It is not covered by TOPS. 

Graphic Design Fee 
A $25.00 fee used by the department to maintain and update computers and purchase software 
and upgrades as needed. This fee also covers instructional supplies, ink and specialty paper 
that is used for the large color printer located in the design lab.  It is not covered by TOPS. 

HPE Fee $10 
A $10 fee associated with fitness education courses.  The funds are used to pay operational 
costs and fitness equipment repairs and upgrades as needed.  It is not covered by TOPS. 

Lab Fee 
A $25 fee imposed by the university to provide an equipped research lab to enhance students 
understanding and hands on experience. The fee assists with replacement research materials 
and lab supplies including, but not limited to, chemicals, beakers, goggles, ph. meters, etc.  It is 
not covered by TOPS. 

Online Fee 
All students enrolled in online classes are assessed a $50.00 online fee.  This fee assists with 
instructional costs including, but not limited to, compensation, coaches, software, proctoring, 
and any other expenses relevant to online instruction.  It is not covered by TOPS. 

 

 

 

 


